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maintain the high traditions of efficiency and probity which have
always distinguished the higher services, both Indian and
British, in this country, you must be prepared to pay for them.
I think you will agree with me that at this crisis in her history,
India cannot be content with the second-rate, but if you want
still to obtain the first-rate you must accept the view that it is
essential to maintain the attractions of the services. Our diffi-
culty, and it is a very real one, is to reconcile this urgent obliga-
tion with our responsibilities as trustees of the public purse.
I must content myself to-day with assuring you that we shall
continue to bear these responsibilities well in mind, and that my
Government will not fail to examine your suggestions with the
greatest care. You refer also to the control reserved in the
reforms scheme to the Secretary of State over the branches
of the superior public services which are serving in the provinces.
You express the view that it detracts from the practical value
of the reforms, to place this highly important subject beyond
the control of provincial governments. You will, however,
recognize, as practical men, that the apprehensions generally
felt in the services regarding the uncertainty of their position
under the new form of government were not unreasonable, and
that it was deemed necessary to allay them by taking the
course which is the subject of your criticism. With regard to
the Press Act, the committee appointed by the Government
of India to consider this Statute has now presented its report,
which will be published within a day or two. Its recommenda-
tions are far-reaching, and have given personally great satis-
faction. I have no doubt that they truly represent the general
opinion of the country, and you may rest assured that they are
receiving the most sympathetic consideration of my Government.
With regard to your complaint as to the excessive amount of the
financial contribution which the government of your provinces
makes to the central government, you will not, I am sure,
expect me to go into figures on the present occasion, but I would
remind you that the amount was assessed not by the Government
of India, but by an impartial committee, presided over by one
of the most distinguished Lieutenant-Governors of your own
provinces, who doubtless only arrived at their conclusions after
they had taken into consideration all the factors so forcibly
urged in your address.

I note with satisfaction your assertion that you are members
of a political party which believes in constitutional action
for political ends.